Chair’s Report on CogSci 2006

By Ron Sun

The 28th Annual Conference of the Cognitive Science Society (CogSci2006) successfully took place in Vancouver, Canada, at the Sheraton Vancouver Wall Centre, July 26-July 29, 2006.

Below is a summary of the program statistics and the key features of Cogsci2006.

The 2006 conference theme.

Each year, the Cognitive Science conference highlights a particular area of cognitive science.  This year, the theme of "Learning: Tackling Both Implicit and Explicit Processes" was chosen. This was reflected in the choice of the two plenary speakers (Robert Siegler and Daniel Schacter, both speaking to this theme), as well as the two plenary symposia (“the synergy between the implicit and explicit learning processes” and “the emerging learning sciences”, both clearly focused on this theme). 

The rest of the program was determined by the submissions received, and by the reviewers' recommendations and the program committee's decisions on them. However, it is good to note that quite a few of the submissions seem to have been inspired by this theme. See the attached topic breakdowns.

The statistics.

In total, 575 regular submissions were received. Among them, there were 546 regular paper submissions, 17 publication-based talk submissions, and 12 symposium submissions. Of these, 152 were scheduled for oral paper presentation, and 260 for poster presentation. 9 symposia and 14 publication based talks were also scheduled. 

215 member poster abstract submissions were received, which, by design, were only lightly reviewed, and most of which (209) were accepted. 

The number of submissions is a record high. Compared with the last CogSci conference held in North America (i.e., CogSci2004), increases are dramatic across all submission categories, ranging from 20% to 100% increases (see the historical data gathered by Chris Schunn, which is attached here). Compared with CogSci2005, there is an overall significant increase in the number of submissions as well  (see the attached historical data). 

Notably, this increase is achieved without any extension of deadlines, which tends to attract more submissions but creates bad precedents.  Instead, this increase is mainly achieved through concerted efforts at publicizing the conference through many means (including direct mailing, rented mailing lists, email mailing, and ads in journals and conferences).  

For the breakdown of submissions by continents, see the attached historical data.

From the regular paper submissions, the acceptance rate for oral paper presentation is 27.8%.  The acceptance rate for poster presentation is 47.6%.   The overall acceptance rate is 75.4%, which is slightly better (i.e., lower) than CogSci2005.

In addition, 6 tutorials and 3 workshops were scheduled for the day before the main conference (out of 9 tutorial submissions and 3 workshop submissions, most of which were individually and specifically solicited).

For the co-located ICCS2006, see the attached email from Naomi Miyake for its program statistics.  Essentially, 8 symposia were accepted out of 12 proposals (4 of them were organized by local societies: 3 Korean, 1 Japanese). 77 poster abstracts were accepted out of 96 submissions (the acceptance rate was 71%).

The number of registered attendees is also a record high, totaling more than 950.

New features of CogSci2006.

1. Workshops preceding the main conference (in addition to tutorials), which bring together researchers working on a narrowly focused topic for a focused discussion, or researchers working on a new, emerging research field and needing a venue for presenting their work.

2. A dedicated symposium track throughout the conference, which provides intellectual stimulating discussions and debates by some top researchers throughout the conference duration.

3. The separation of member posters from regular (6-page) posters, which may help to

ensure the quality of regular poster sessions, making them more prestigious (possibly coupled with a lower acceptance rate for regular posters in the future).

4. Plenary symposia that further highlight the conference theme, which bring together more researchers for a more extensive discussion of the conference theme than what can be accommodated through plenary talks.

5. The new organizational structure involving subchairs, which specifies a clearer division of responsibilities and a clearer chain of command.

6. Massive publicity campaigns, conducted very early on and also periodically after that, publicizing the conference through many possible means (including direct mailing, rented mailing lists, emailing, and ads in journals and conferences, etc.).
7. Four new computational modeling prizes, sponsored by NSF, in addition to the Marr Award, for promoting computational cognitive modeling work specifically.
8. A finance chair appointed, focusing on fund raising from sponsors, which led to lower registration fees. (Avoiding using professional programmers and Web masters also helped to achieve significant savings this year.)
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